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g Ished 4 Iveeum in Millbury, Massa-
- s, in 1826, he organized an insti-
ton ¢ (
mendous
CfiUSe ()f f]
?SPOUSC(I
i
" geney
ular.
[ical
Plagf
of

at was destined to cxert a tre-
influcnce not onlv upon the
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» but also upon Amecrican life
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¢re was the origin, for all prac-
PUrposcs, of the American lecture
) [}?ermf' Here was th.c b(igimling of one
With pUb‘I)'rC’nmst institutions as.?ocm[ed
dllring . Ic ?‘ld(ll*(-s;s—;m organization that
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sandTa;r;Stz‘Y of lh(‘.c'ultuf‘;ll life of thou-
three. communitics for than
Quarters of a century.
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g i $ well as those of comparative
lugy altt}’, only to repeat the cycle as the
g mo(;flg course of' American history
{ ified the habits and the customs
tddre; People. T'o students of public
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an important subject for study in that
its very origin, its appeal, its speakers,
and its influence constitute factors in
the pattern of oral communication.

In this account we shall attempt briefly
to survey the American lecture platform
from its beginnings to approximately
1980.* We shall consider it from the point
of view of three periods: (1) its begin-
nings to the Civil War; (2) its develop-
ment {rom that time to 1900; (3) its
cvolution to 1930.

Brrore THE Civil, WAR

Although the evidence is not clear as
to the beginnings of American lecturing
as a phase of public address, it is certain
that the lecture platform was in exist-
ence long before the colonies won their
independence. In the early days it prob-
ably consisted primarily of evangelists
who traveled from onc community to
another, not only as preachers of the
Gospel but as bearers of news. Their
function was cssentially that of the lec-
turer of later years—to tell of the latest
events, to interpret news, and to stimu-
late discussions on topics of current in-
terest. To many communities in the
early days they constituted perhaps the
only contact with the “outside world”
except for that secured by personal cor-
respondence.

Not until about 1826 did the lecture
platform -assume a well-defined status.
Then it was that Dr. Holbrook, an early
agitator for free public education, or-

! For an account of the lecture platform since 1930,
see Kenneth G. Hance, “The Contemporary Lecture
Platform,” QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF SPEECH, XXX (Feb-
ruary, 1944), pp. 41-47. Certain portions of the ma-
terials in this present article follow somewhat the
sequence of our chapter on “The Later National
Period, 1860-1930,”" in A4 History and Criticism of
American Public Address, for which the McGraw-
Hill Book Co. has given permission.
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ganized the first Iyceum, which proved
to be the nucleus of a rapidly-growing in-
stitution. By 1828 there were approxi-
mately one hundred branches of the
Amecerican Iyvceum; and bv 1844 there
were 3.000 town lveeums affiliated with
county lvceums, which, in turn, were
affiliated with state lyceums and with
a national organization. For f{ive ycars
this vast network of Iyccums {lourished:
but with the extension ol free public
education and the public’s somewhat gen-
cral acceptance of the principle espoused
by Holbrook, the lyccum began to de-
cline. Soon after 1849, therefore, the
majority of the units had become inactive
and the first manifestation of an Ameri-
can lecture platform had rather largely
disappeared, The reason appears not to
Lie in anv weakness of the Iyceum system;
rather in the fact that the Ivecum was
created for a specific purpose, and having
accomplished that purpose, had no fur-
ther immediate reason for being. Indeed,
it may properly be observed that as a
means of disseminating information and
argunents, it was unusually successful.

Froa 1867 1O 1900

In 18657 the Associated Literary So-
cicties was formed. It was an organiza-
tion of 110 lyccums, and marked the
beginning of lecturing as a “business.”
In fact, the Associated Literary Socicties
may properly be called the first commer-
cial lecture burcau. This was a distinct
innovation in the field of American pub-
lic address, and had for its purposc the
making of better Eastern lecturers avail-
able to the West. In the first year of its
existence it booked thirty-five spcakers.
Later, in 1870, this group amalgamated
with the Amecrican Literary Bureau of
New York.

Mcanwhile, James Clark Redpath, in
collaboration with George L. Fall, found-
ed the Boston Lyccum Burcau. Redpath
was one of the most important men in
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the lecture business, and, meetin
felt need throughout the Unite
he was immediately successful in .
ing a central bureau that could supP '
lecturers to local lyceums. ‘]nst.ﬂs Os
brook gave the lyceum its initial mlp‘e“;i
so did Redpath make it a big bllslﬂee‘_
and thereby provide the means OfSai
panding its scope and usclulness
one of Redpath’s successors:

n
- N an 3
['he burcau . . . has done more th

other agency to revive the lectur€ f?steh
which was rapidly dying out 4 - b
country. Since the establishment of tbls
reau, tlhc number of lectures given ln.eﬂ\v
United States has increased  tenfold: ](1215\'5.
under the impulse which it gave tot un®
tem. It has more than quadrupled "he' g
ber of lectures that were given in i ew
land when it was organized.”

Redpath managed most of the : o
can lecturers from 1867 to 1875 Am\,el;_
those under his management were ‘ o
dell Phillips, William Lloyd Gart®
Charles Sumner, John B. G()ugh’ R;:hpi[,
Wialdo Emerson, John Grccnlcaf .
tier, LElizabeth C;idv Stanton, Susﬂn’ d
Anthony, Anna Dickinson, Henry “13.5[_
Beecher, and  the English no\'ela
Charles Dickens. Putting lcctufcrslocen[

ell[realls

i
mim
charge go, and even 4o, per cent co i

sions)—Redpath  helped  som¢ 0
clients to clear handsome sums. Johﬂfor
Gough, for example, cleared S'loyoo?llip-‘
the scason of 1871-1872; Wendell Phlmre
averaged from $250 to $z00 per
(often returning the fee to the spo
Henry Ward Beecher received as ! rles
as $1,000 for a single lecture; and Cha of
Dickens received $228,000 for his to!
1807-1868. ul
Even at this point, however, the b
development of the lecture plalfolml1 0
not been rcached. The years 1875 i

. . Iﬂeﬂ
were destined to witness a phen? "
¢

comniercial basis—usually a 10 P
comnission (present-day lecturc b

ns0™*”
e

e (1
* James B. Pond, Eccentricities of Genit$
p. 530,




T'HE AMERICAN LECTURE PLATFORM BEFORE 1930 275

g .
Jowth jn the number of lecture bureaus,
t.e Number of registered lecturers,
reaS;:St}}? ficm;‘md for their talents. The
irgely inOlj lh.ls growth arc ()l)sti’rvcd
) ri.;e fl 1¢ (‘n‘cu]n:sl;uu‘cs of _thc }nncs:
" o : 'll.lcf Machine Age wuh. its era
Preag (I:f Zl‘““d}' grcater prosperity, the
rage | lc’lcmpcr;mcc and the woman-
‘,V, n in“(‘"'ct.ncn%s, the grm'«'th of the
Sdentiﬁc Clrcasmg interest in literary and
trans)ll‘l«llt.crs, levl(l the improvement
50 Wasl ”;tauon. Not to be overlooked
Pon ) ITIC presence of James Burton
] Iit’v V;rturc-burc:m manager of great
i e/r\ 10 secured [l‘lC services of many
. towned platform personages of
4 and who so stimulated the busi-
creaset(;mf[ the number of burcaus in-

rom one to one hundred.

Tls(i) :rndCr'Sland lh.is period, we should
i three questions. What were the
Portay ¢ developments in the lecture
it Or:lll? How did this institution oper-
Buress 1{)} were some of the prominent
Mgy 1c developments embrace four
b ‘Ations:  the Iyceum, the lecture

Teau
Pub[' > the Chautauqua, and the free
]"Ce

€5

’ uz; Z(;lctur(: ‘sysi(’m. B}./ 1875 the old
.[hough ad Vlrtllfllly disappeared, al-
Iza[i(‘)ns at least tl.nrty of the old organ-
i .8 did remain for some years. Tak-
Iectulrts bp]aCe ‘v;t§ the new commercial
n speaklll‘cau with its pl:u(jticc of book-
Stimula Rers ﬁnd.of.prowdmg means of
{oy. Ung public interest in the plat-
the 11887 these burcaus inaugurated
in Practice of sending advance agents
' Csl Toad to help build up interest in
In Ning lecturers and cven to assist
R," thee ﬁnancing of a scason’s program.
fihe | end of the century a half dozen
hay 1St bureaus were booking more
hig w‘g”OOO lecture dates cach. Added to
Ny Gr.e the hundred other burcaus and
ealslnde}?endcnt organizations who

0 doing a large business.
Oftachautauqua circuit was another

nt phase of this development,

K‘er

and became both a complement and a
competitor of the lecture business. Even
though it may have been a factor in the
later decline of the commercial lecture
platform, it was a complementary force
in the years 1875 to 19oo in that it helped
to popularize the lecture business and
to expand the demand for its talent. A
sccond factor that was both a comple-
ment and a competitor was the system of
freec public lectures established in 1888
in New York City. Sponsored by the
New York school board, this system grew
until by 1898 there were forty-five cen-
ters, where in one year more than 2,000
lectures were given to approximately
1,200,000 pcrsons.3

Nor was the business limited to speak-
ers. It was broadened to include popular
singers, players, and even opera com-
panies. Among the actors so booked were
Joseph Jefferson, William Winter, Sir
Henry Irving, Charlotte Cushman, and
Ellen Terry. Among the author-readers
also booked by the Pond Burcau were
Dr. A. Conan Dovle, Sir Edwin Arnold,
Hall Caine, and George W, Cable.*

In its operation the commercial lec-
ture-burcau system was interesting for
its thoroughness and novelty. Customa-
rily it sent out agents armed with sample
photographs and circulars. These agents
would round up a committee of enter-
prising, civicminded citizens and  per-
suade them to guarantee a fund to secure
a course of lectures and cntertainments.

They listen to the bureau agent’s recom-
mendations of *“‘the greatest orator of the
time. Mr, Breeze,” and “the great traveller
and adventurer, Mr. Push,” . . . The course
is made up. and contracts are signed before
the agent leaves town. Then for six months

2 Anna L. Curtis, “A Brief History of the Lyceum,”
Who's Who in the Lyceum, A. Augustus \\'rigln,
ed. (Philadelphia, 1906). p. 31.

¢« Pond, op. cit., classifies the talent made available
by the bureaus as orators; pulpit orators; women
lecturers and singers; humorists; explorers, travelers,
and war correspondents; actors and dramatic critics;
literary lecturers: misccllaneous; author-readers and

lecturers.
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the course is being talked up. The burcau
agent remains for a few davs to assist the
local canvassers in getting started, telling
them who the celebrities are that are to make
the town so famous by their visit, etc.

Over fifty such courses are abrcady an-
nounced for the State of Michigan the com-
ing autumn, August, 19oo, over two hundred
in the State of Minots, nearly as many in
lowa, and so proportionally all over the
country. More than $6.000 a weck is now
being disbursed by hurcaus to agents “selling
courses.

The talent was of two types: the Tesser
light or “simon-purc lecturer,” and the
“star” of the platform. The lesser light
generally received from $75 1o $300 per
lecture. Usually he was a fairly well-
known person who devoted the greatest
part of his carcer to lecturing, and was
managed by a burcau that paid a stipu-
lated amount for cach lecture plus travel-
ing expenses. This was the type of lectur-
cr that probably exerted the strongest
mfluence upon the smaller communitices.,
in particular. In the days when there
were no radios and motion picturcs,
when newspapers and magazines were
less widely circulated than they arce today,
the lecturer who reached the small cities
and towns was not only a purveyor of
information but probably a molder of
opinion. It is estimated that Iyccum lec-
turers alone reached an audicnce of
5.000,000 persons per year during the
period from 1875-1900, and the Chau-
tauqua and the free lecture burcaus
rcached an cqually large number.

The rcal money-makers of the system,
however, were usually not the “simon-
purc lecturers” but the “stars” of the
platform. They, as a rule, were the
famous men and women of the pulpit,
leaders in political and social movements,
explorers, scientists, and authors who de-
voted only a small portion of their time
to lecturing. They usually were booked
for the large citics only, and ordinarily
undertook but one tour per season.

5 Pond, op. cit., pp. 300-301.

. . = p fol'l'ﬂ
I'hese stars ol the lecture plat

were  virtually a Who's Who OE.[T
period, and included the “great m‘”r
virate of lecture kings,” Gough, BeeCh‘e\,e'
and Phillips, as well as others whom al
shall mention brictly. John B. GOUC]‘
began his Jecture career about 1842 2
continued to the time of his death !

N . . 0 3¢
1886. He delivered more than 9‘(’0
9'()00:0
mendot®

€

n

dresses before an estimated

hearers. His popularity was tre
and in the years from 1874 t0 18 000
frequently received from 3500 to $,‘1,“'as
per lecture. Henry Ward Beechet oS-
also one of the great platform atlr:‘c[’l ;

In the vears 1875 to 1887, during ¥ Al
he was connected with the Pond Bure te
he delivered 1,261 lectures in every S'[fri,
and territory in the Union except =~
zona and New Mexico, and CO"C"C,C;)”.
proximately 00,000 miles “by C"'m I
cceivable mode of travel, in spCC'al
man cars, the regular 1);lsscngcr tr A
mixed trains, {reight trains, on stﬁt

don

2105

boats and rowboats, by stage an
backs of mules.”

Likewise, Wendell Phillips was @
form star for qo years, and in at leas Jet
respects was distinctive among the f

plﬂ"

¢t

turers of his period: first, in the €X Attt
; : 1 in his
his repertoire; and, sccond, 11 h

03

. . ctl

tude toward fees. His prepared le‘enc&
; el, scl

were on such subjects as travel, S o

.. 3 | i

current politics, reform, labor, ab(l)'aio“‘
. . I

of slavery, education, biography, 1€

L
. . . . . o‘\a
and forcign affairs. His attitude OV

finances was different from that of maﬂ.e
bureaus and of many other lecturer® pis
did not earn so much moncy fmmr

lecturing as he might have made, f(')tteff
never permitted sponsors or comﬂuse o
to losc money if he knew it “In ¢ "
bad weather, or a (1isapp()i1mncnt'0 |
kind . . . he would invariably iﬂSISit ) o
he receive only an equitable porllo1

the profits.”*

H WhO 3}7
Am()ng [hC I)Uplt orators

$ Pond. op. cit.,, p. 11.
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Essgfido on the lecture platform were, in
N to Beecher, such men as Lyman
‘\Vii)tofrt‘, Newell Duight Hillis, T. De-
it JOS: 1}1]1«1;1{(', and tWQ English preach-
) OWerp Parker and §. Rs'ynoldsTH.olc,
ates g e on a lecture tour in the United
S during the season 189.4-18¢;5.
e&;:é““; too, wc‘rc pmmin'cnt on th'c
nce dP jftform. They came into promi-
QCturerm~]ng the yea'rs. 18- 5-1900 both as
5p0kesrr15)m .lhc traditional scnse and as
Ufirg CLS {or tcm]?c-ran(*c a“,d woman
» legct. AVII‘S. Ann Elizabeth Young, the
g -huxcr I)o()ke(.l by the l.’()m{ Bur?au,
ind fr (‘2!1‘('(‘1; in 1874 in New l:'rlg-
w“ightllf other Eastern st.atcs, lecturing
éing (}i‘to as large audicnces as were
ey, Oann by .thc most popular lcc-‘
s the period. . . . . At the end ot
son she had carned over $20,000.
§ al::afl B..A\mhon(\' :mq Anna Howard
Cam E:)n;mufcd rmc.ol the most noted
oy 11 the hl:il.()l“\' of the }nmncan pl‘at—
‘Pea];in :.l addition to dom.g' extensive
ot r s %b'lmdcr olh.cr. auspices 1.l11d on
in OI‘del; jects, they joined forces in 1882
to promote the cause of woman
ﬁndr’?fc' Fr(y)m N'cw. \f’ork to California
they ?m W est Virginia to South Dakota
"i"les Cdm]fa:gncd and crusaded, some-
they tfls mdependent spekacrs and at
uFeaulmcs‘un(l'cr Lhc. auspices of lecture
Womg . 0.[ their activities on behalf of
G n Sl’l”l‘:lg(‘. Dr. Shaw says: “In 18go,
an’ d.n(l ()5 we again worked in Kz.mszls
a“galll)ll South I).znlfota with such 1n.dc-
atg ‘\/[C and brilliant spcalfcrs as Mrs.
uli;; *\rs. Laura Johns of Kansas, Mrs.
Helen‘vt‘ls)on. Henry D. Blackwell, Dr.
Smiu] D I}Hnam of Dakotat Mrs. Emma
s ‘c\ oc, Rev. Olympia Brown of
) 0[n51vn, and Dr. Mary Seymo.ur How-
k New York.”” On behalf of the
paigI;Q;i"mcc movement th‘cy also cam-
| and lectured during the years
2to 1893 in Kansas, Ohio, New York,

A A )
‘\ewnl\],a Howard Shaw, The Story of a Pioneer
ork. 1929). pp. 242-243.

West Virginia, South Dakota, Idaho,
Utah, California, and Washington.

Other prominent women lecturers in-
cluded Julia Ward Howe, who for go
years spoke in all parts of the United
States, Anna E. Dickinson, and Mary A.
Livermore. Anna E. Dickinson was said
to be so popular that “only Gough and
Beecher rivalled her as a lvceum favor-
ite’’; and Mrs. Livermore matched Phil-
lips in the scope of her repertoire, which
included woman suffrage, biography, his-
tory, politics, religion, and rceform. The
first woman to be listed by the Redpath
Bureau, Mrs. Livermore lectured on an
average of 100 times a ycar in the lyceum
in addition to morc than a thousand
times on temperance and a like number
of times on woman suffrage.

THE EVOLUTION TO 1930

After g5 years of phenomenal develop-
ment, the commercial lecture platform
entered another distinct phase about the
turn of the century. Although many lec-
ture burcaus did, of course, continue to
exist after 19oo, the trend was toward
the Chautauqua, the free public-lecture
system, the forum, and the University
Extension movement, as well as toward
such competing institutions as the press
and the theatre. During the years from
1920 to 1930, in particular, the develop-
ment of the radio, the motion picture,
and improved transportation {rom
smaller communities to the city served
further to curtail, in a comparative sense.
the scope of the organized lecture pro-
gram,

The Chautauqua attracted a great part
of the lecturing talent. For example,
William Jennings Bryan, William Mec-
Kinley, Theodore Roosevelt, Robert M.
LaFollette, James Bryce, and William
Allen White appeared with Chautauqua
rather than with the regular Ivceum
bureaus.?

8Upton Close, “The Lecture Business;"

’ | Saturday
Review of Literature, XXI (1940); p. 15. :
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Another factor in the evolution of the
lecture platform in the years following
1goo was the University Extension move-
ment. In 18go when Provost Pepper, of
the University ol Pennsvlvania, brought
from England the idea of an extension
scrvice, he inaugurated a movement in
adult education that quickly spread to a
number of leading institutions, and in-
cluded cventually nearly every state uni-
versity in America. This  movement,
which now has units in more than fifty
cstablished  its lecture
courses and in other ways paralleled the

centers, own
work of the commercial lecture burcaus,
and soon was one of the means of dis-
placing them in many communitics.
The popularity of the lecture plat-
form was also aflected by the increasing
availubility of and
zines, and by the development of the

NCWSPAPCTS maga-
opera house with the traveling operatic
and theatrical companies on tour. Where-
as magazines in 1875, for example, were
of limited circulation, in 1goo they had
enormously increased. In 1875 the ma-
chinery for printing 1,000 ncwspapers
per hour was exceptional: by 1goo, how-
ever, 100,000 papers could be printed in
the same time. In 1885 there were ap-
proximately cighty traveling opcratic and
theatrical combinations on  the road,
whereas in 1goo there were nearly fifteen
hundred going from town to town on
one-night stands. In citics like New
Haven, Hartford, Springhcld, and Wor-
cester, for instance, theatres booked their
time solid with these groups from August
to May, lcaving little opportunity for
the lecture course to attract as large a
following as formerly.

Alter 1900, also, the emphasis changed
in many instances to the forum and the
motion picture, both of which furnished,
in the majority of instances, cither great-
er variety or more accessible entertain-
ment. The forum movement, with a
somewhat different emphasis and type

nce aftef

of program, came into pr()mine 5
jtutions

1900, A few representative inst
were Ford Hall, Boston (19o8); 0ld Sovt
Forum, Boston (1915); Chicago ForUﬂT
(1925); Town Hall, New York (1921’65r
tablished originally as The Leagu€ ™
Political Education in 18q1); Sinal Telll
ple Forum, Chicago (1914): C‘m‘lmoll,
wealth Club of California (1912)- Final }h
came the radio, which insliluled_ su¢
features as America’s Town MeetiP8

the Air (in conjunction with Town 3]
ade 2%

and similar forum programs m -
ess 101

able to all persons having acc
ceiving sets.

The entertainment field, both )
radio and in the motion picture, “'f‘saz
an increasingly important competito!

. . the
the lecture platform. For Cxumplev 0
et

ha\‘e
tjon
less

n the

motion picture industry in 1024
braced 17.836 theatres and is said 10
attracted 20 per cent ol the POpula
cach day and 68.2 per cent more or
regularly.®

In the third decade of the twed 5
century the situation was, thcl’cfore’, i:e
sentially this: Many lecture burcaus we .

tieth

many

pthaPS

doing an extensive business,
turers were on the road, and
CVCN IMOre persons were :ntcll(li"g
tures than cever before, but, mmpiﬂ'zltl ¢
ly, the lecture platform did not OCCUP‘l
the distinctive position that it ha e
1885. Even though it had assumed [n[‘
proportions of a “big business™ A o
tracted many of the leading Plﬂt[ore
personages, it had largely diszl])})eari11
from the smaller communities, a7 d
the larger cities it was rivaled by Y

. . . nter
other agencics of cducation and €%
The 7
n],lm'

ng

tainment as the motion picture.
ical city, for instance, might have 4 g
ber of motion-picturce theatres draw™s
large crowds cach day, whereas it WOPUO
111\\'(:‘ one or two ICC[U]‘C courses (Tffert :
perhaps fortnightly programs durin8 .
fall and winter season. Be that as 1t me

" World Almanac, 1925, p. 539.
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;I:dilzitlurf l’]ﬂll.m‘m wias fm imp(frlunt
190 an ;’ ])fll)]l(" address in America ‘l‘()
O the n'( It (.()f?l.l’ll)llt(:‘(l much ¥0 the life
e ITlai;:“(.m-. From it [lvclu?"mg] came
stimulus  to American adult

Cdeny:
C. . .
alon, reading courses, book clubs,

correspondence  schools, the immense
business-book publishing business. It has
been the firing line of our antislavery,
temperance, woman’s rights, and anti-
narcotics crusades.”?°

w Close, op. cil., p. 15.

THOMAS HART BENTON: AN EVALUATION

CITARLES F. HUNTER
University of Kansas Cily

MONG the men who exerted great
u P(f{ili(‘;tlriﬂn[lncm’c in the pre-Civil
ser\.espi“”‘d. .I homas Hart Benton f1e~
Meopie (pxlmmncnt place. .»\Illlc?ugl‘l few
ecogni/@)l]l?r than st-udcms ol~hlst(?ry
: s name, his record of service
sPO;:ii)l%(‘i}liitc reveals [h;l[' hc'was re-
e slcr( '01 111(11‘c sound lC.gISIZ\lI(?Il than
May wm‘md Clay C(-nnl)lnql. b.uch_ a
ites N ¥ such a pertod of scr\"xcc 1.n-
rther study and evaluation in
of ;;:;’ deseribe more Clczll:ly the type
s |, n he was, 1o (1(‘[(‘1‘1111}10 tl.lc pre-
pon which he based his thinking,
¢ st?l:}ffinc the ultimate goals for which
ggled.
Qa:nI:IO'? was born in Orange (}ounty.
Margy, llsbor()ugh,' North Carolina, on
of reco 1‘13‘ 1782.‘1-.115 futherl\\'as a lawyer
ghized ability, and his mother was
®cendant of the distinguished Hart
uY of Virginia. In carly life, at his
k‘“:ittesl, Cflcoqragcnwgt, .Bcnton read cxi
en[ered}’ m his f.ﬂthCl.‘ S hl).r;n‘v‘\', and later
ling the University of North Car(.r
€ was never able to finish his
. because in 1798 the family moved
Ere&%OO acre t‘ra.ct of. land in Tennessee.
of csides aiding in the management
COO? plantation, he became the local
ity Master for a year and bcgan' the
Otyegf law. I.n 1806 he was admitted
b, ar and, in a few years, was elected
Smele upper house of the ancral As-
¥ of the state. He remained a mem-

Par

CourSe

ber of the Tennessce legislature for only
one term.

With the outbreak of the war in 1812
Benton cnlisted under Andrew Jackson,
the major-general of the Tennessee mili-
tia, and was appointed his aide-de-camp.
Subscquently he was active in raising
volunteers to serve in the militia, and
received the commission of licutenant-
colonel. In 1813, after being honorably
discharged from the army, he went to
St. Louis and began again the practice
of law. Within a few years he was pros-
perously established. His carly public life
in the new state was marked by his ap-
pointment to the First Board of School
Trustces in St. Louis in 1817, by his
editorship of the St. Louis Enquivert and,
finally, by his clection to the United
States Scnate in 1820,

Benton's activitics up to 1820 had been
very much what one would expect from
a [rontier lawyer, His education had been
largely a matter of self-direction, and cir-
cumstances had made it necessary for
him to engage in diflerent pursuits. In
all of them we detect a restless energy
and a struggle for a new order. This
struggle was primarily a reflection of the
fronticr spirit, a spirit of belligerency and
a largeness of outlook that demanded, if
not control, at least a dominant voice.
Since Benton’s carcer was characterized

1 An incomplete volume of the St. Louis Enquirer,
beginning September 1. 1819, and ending August 30,
1820, is in the Missouri Historical Library, St. Louis.
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